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Eighty years into the future, the United States is a no-manâ€™s-land: its landscape blighted by

chemical warfare, pollution, and plague; its government collapsed; its citizens adrift, desperate,

fighting to stay alive. In fortified compounds, survivors hold the line against wandering predators,

rogue militias, and hideous mutations spawned from the toxic environment, while against them all

stands an enemy neither mortal nor merciful: demons and their minions bent on slaughtering and

subjugating the last of humankind. But from around the country, allies of good unite to challenge the

rampaging evil. Logan Tom, wielding the magic staff of a Knight of the Word, has a promise to keep

â€“ protecting the worldâ€™s only hope of salvation â€“ and a score to settle with the demon that

massacred his family. Angel Perez, Loganâ€™s fellow Knight, has risked her life to aid the elvish

race, whose peaceful, hidden realm is marked for extermination by the forces of the Void. Kirisin

Belloruus, a young elf entrusted with an ancient magic, must deliver his entire civilization from a

monstrous army. And Hawk, the rootless boy who is nothing less than destinyâ€™s instrument, must

lead the last of humanity to a latter-day promised land before the final darkness falls.
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To take a series that was written in the 1970s and connect it to a seemingly unrelated trilogy

published in the 1990s is certainly quite a feat, but that's what Terry Brooks has done in "Genesis of

Shannara." From the typical fantasy world that was introduced in The Sword of Shannara, published

way back in 1977, Brooks has often hinted that the Four Lands were a post-apocalyptic portrayal of



our own world, thousands of years into the future. Readers were looking out for clues to this when

Running With the Demon was published in 1998, which made significant use of the term "The

Word," that had been previously used in the "Shannara" series. But it was not until the publication of

"Genesis of Shannara" that the link between the two series was confirmed.By this stage a plot

summary is somewhat redundant. Long story short: the world is ending and the survivors are

following Hawk, a "gypsy morph" formed of wild magic, to a safe haven. Making this journey all the

more difficult is an army of demons who exist for the sole purpose of wiping out humanity (and

elfin-kind, many of whom are traveling alongside humans with their city and population encased in a

magical gemstone). From the Word/Void trilogy there are Knights of the Word who act as protectors

to the street-kids known as Ghosts, and from the Shannara series are the Elves and their Elfstones,

working alongside humans for the first time in living memory.
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